
 
 
 

0Subject Quote:  
‘Geography underpins a 
lifelong “conversation” 
about the earth as the 
home of humankind.’  
 
Geography Association 

What do we love about our 

subject? 

How do we want our pupils to 

talk about our subject? 

What are some of the big 

ideas in our subject? 
 

What are some of the things 

we would love to teach in this 

subject? 

• Maps! We love 
looking at maps and 
seeing where 
countries, cities and 
counties lie. 
Whether this is a 
good, old-fashioned 
atlas or an 
Ordnance Survey 
map or using google 
maps to locate both 
places we know and 
places that are new 
to us. 

 
• We love learning 

about (and visiting) 
countries with 
cultures that are 
different from our 
own. 

 
• We find the earth’s 

tectonic plates 
fascinating and 
therefore love 
teaching volcanoes 
and earthquakes. 

 

• We want the 
children to talk 
passionately about 
the world around 
them. 

 
• We want them to 

care about the 
environment and 
understand the 
importance of 
protecting it. 

 
• We want them to 

know about other 
countries and make 
comparisons 
between different 
countries ways of 
life and cultures. 

 
• We want them to 

talk confidently 
about where we are 
in the UK and in the 
world. 

Change 
• Climate change and 

its impact 
• Natural disasters 
• The connection 

between human 
and physical 
geography 

 
Place and scale 

• Where locations are 
in the world 

• What it is like in 
those locations and 
making comparisons 
between them 

• Where places are in 
relation to one 
another 

  
Space 

• Location of points 
features and regions 

• The impact of these 
features e.g. the 
water cycle 

• Volcanoes, 
earthquakes, 
tsunamis and 
flooding 

 
• Map reading skills, 

both using atlases 
and digitally 

 
• The geography of 

Kinver, including the 
village’s position on 
the river Stour 
 

• Where we are in the 
world 

 
• Climate change and 

how we can play our 
part 



 
 
 

Lower KS2 Geography 
 

Uni-structural: 
the Pupil’s 

response 
focuses on one 

relevant aspect. 

Multi-structural: the Pupil’s 
responses focuses on several 

relevant aspects 

 Relational: The different 
aspects have become 

integrated into a coherent 
whole 

Extended Abstract: The whole 
may be conceptualised at a 

higher level and generalised to 
a new topic or area.  

Geography deepening Skills Emerging 
 

Developing 
 

Secure 
 

Exceeding 
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The UK and the local area 
• Name and locate counties, 

cities and geographical 
regions of the United Kingdom 
and recognise their identifying 
human and physical 
characteristics. 

Name and 
locate the UK’s 
four countries, 
some counties 

and larger cities. 
 

Describe where the UK, and 
more specifically, Kinver, is 

located, including any nearby 
human or physical 

characteristics 
 

Compare and contrast 
different regions of the UK, 

considering both human and 
physical features. 

 
 

Evaluate the advantages and 
disadvantages of living within 

different regions of the UK. 

The world and the continents 
• Locate the world's countries, 

focusing on Europe and North 
and South America. 

• Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, the equator, 
northern hemisphere, 
southern hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circles, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night). 

Identify some of 
the world’s 
countries, 

equator and 
poles using a 
map, atlas or 

globe. 

Understand that a country’s 
climate is effected by its 

location in relation to the 
equator and poles. 

Describe countries by location. 
 
 

Explain how a country’s 
location and climate affect 

daily life there. 
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• Describe and understand key 

aspects of physical geography 

Recognise 
different natural 
features such as 

Describe different natural 
features such as mountains, 

rivers, volcanoes and deserts. 

Sequence events to show an 
understanding of the water 
cycle and the formation of 

Comment on the impact of 
natural disasters such as 



 
 
 

including climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts. 

• Describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography 
including earthquakes and 
volcanoes, rivers, mountains 
and the water cycle. 

mountains, 
rivers, 

volcanoes and 
deserts. 

rivers, mountains and 
volcanoes. 

volcanic eruptions, 
earthquakes and droughts. 

Human themes 
• Describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography, 
including types of settlement 
and land use. 

Identify and 
sequence a 

range of 
settlement sizes 
from a village to 

a city. 

List the distinctive 
characteristics of settlements 
with different functions and of 

different sizes, e.g. coastal 
towns. 

 

Compare the distinctive 
characteristics of settlements 
with different functions and of 

different sizes, e.g. coastal 
towns. 

 

Examine the main land uses 
within urban areas and the 

activities that take place there. 

Understanding places and 
connections 

• Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom. 

• Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of a 
region in a European country 
and a region within North or 
South America. 

• Establish an understanding of 
the interaction between 
physical and human 
processes. 

Recognise that 
some regions of 

the UK are 
different from 

others. 
 
 

Recognise that 
there are 

physical and 
human 

differences 
within countries 
and continents. 

 
Know how 

some physical 
processes can 
cause hazards 

to people. 
 

List the similarities and 
differences between regions of 

the UK. 
 
 
 
 

Describe and compare 
similarities and differences 
between some regions in 

Europe and North or South 
America. 

 
 
 

Describe how some physical 
processes can cause hazards to 

people. 

Explain why some regions are 
different from others. 

 
 
 
 
 

Explain why some regions of 
Europe and North or South 
America are different from 

others. 
 
 
 
 

Analyse the advantages and 
disadvantages of living in 

hazard-prone areas 

Explain why some regions are 
different from others and give 
reasons why some are similar 

 
 
 
 

Offer explanations for the 
similarities and differences 
between some regions in 

Europe and North or South 
America. 

 
 
 

Evaluate whether the 
advantages outweigh the 

disadvantages of living in some 
hazard-prone areas. 
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Maps and atlas work 

• Use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied. 

• Use symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world. 

Name and 
locate on a map 

the UK’s four 
countries, some 

counties and 
larger cities. 

 
Give directional 

instructions 
using compass 

points. 
 

Name and locate on a map 
countries and cities within 

Europe and North and South 
America. 

 
 
 

Use grid references, compass 
points and landmarks to give 

directional instructions. 

Use an atlas to locate many 
countries, cities and key 

features in Europe or North 
and South America. 

 
 
 

Explain how grid references, 
scale bars, symbols and keys 

can be used to give directions 
and estimate distance 

 
 
 
 
Create a map with a range of 
human and physical features 
using grid references, a scale 
bar symbols and a key. 

Fieldwork and Investigation 
• Use a range of methods 

including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital 
technologies 

• Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area. 

Carry out a 
simple 

investigation. 

Present information gathered 
in fieldwork. 

Analyse the information 
gathered from fieldwork. 

Generate own questions and 
conduct a geographical 

enquiry. Analyse and evaluate 
the results of that enquiry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Upper KS2 Geography 
 

Uni-structural  Multi-
structural  

 Relational Extended 
Abstract  

Geography deepening Skills Emerging 
 

Developing 
 

Secure 
 

Exceeding 
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The UK and the local area 
• Identify the geographical 

regions and key topographical 
features of the United Kingdom 
(including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; understand how 
some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

Using atlases, 
find and 
identify 

topographical 
features of the 

United Kingdom 
(including hills, 

mountains, 
coasts and 

rivers). 

Define topographical features 
of the UK including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers. 

Explain how topographical 
features are formed how 

landscapes can change over 
time. 

Predict how landscapes will 
change in the future. 

 
 

The world and the continents 
• Locate the world's countries, 

using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of 
Russia) and North and South 
America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, 
key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and 
major cities. 

• Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, the equator, the 
northern hemisphere, the 
southern hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, the Arctic and 
Antarctic Circles, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 

Identify the 
world’s 

countries, 
equator, poles 

and tropics 
using a map, 

atlas or globe. 

Recognise that different 
countries have different 

environmental features and 
time zones because of their 

location. 

Examine and analyse a 
county’s geographical 

features, considering how its 
location impacts upon these. 

Use a country’s location to 
theorise its geographical 

features, providing reasoned 
justifications for predictions. 



 
 
 

time zones (including day and 
night). 
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Physical themes 
• Describe and understand key 

aspects of physical geography, 
including climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts. 

• Describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, 
including rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, 
and the water cycle. 

Recognise and 
locate different 
natural features 

such as 
mountains, 

rivers, 
volcanoes and 

deserts. 

Describe different natural 
features such as mountains, 

rivers, volcanoes and deserts, 
including how they have formed 

and changed over time. 

Explain in detail the sequence 
of events of the water cycle 
and the formation of rivers, 

mountains and volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 

Evaluate the impact of natural 
disasters such as volcanic 

eruptions, earthquakes and 
droughts and both human and 

economic activity. 

Human themes 
• Describe and understand key 

aspects of human geography 
including economic activity, 
trade links, and the distribution 
of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and 
water. 

Recognise the 
journey of how 
some products 
get into their 

home, including 
renewable and 

none renewable 
energy sources. 

 
 

Summarise the journey of how 
a range of products get into 

their home in detail, including 
renewable and none renewable 

energy sources. 
 
 

Compare the journey of 
products to homes in cities to 

in rural areas, including energy 
sources. 

 
Explain the types of industry 

in our local area. 

Reflect on how, and justify 
reasons why, the types of 
industry in the area have 

changed over time. 
 

Evaluate the different types of 
energy resources and  the 

impacts of their use  

Understanding places and connections 
• Understand geographical 

similarities and differences and 
change through the study of 
human and physical geography 
of the United Kingdom. 

• Understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human 
and physical geography of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a 
European country and a region 
within North or South America. 

Identify how a 
region of the UK 

has changed. 
 
 
 

Find and share 
information 

about a 
European region 
and a region in 
North or South 

America. 

Describe how a region of the UK 
has changed. 

 
 
 
 

Summarise information about a 
European region and a region in 

North or South America. 
 
 
 
 

Explain how and why a region 
in the UK has changed and 
compare it to a contrasting 

region of the UK. 
 
 

Present information about a 
region of Europe and North or 

South America, its physical 
environment and climate, and 

economic activity. 
 
 

Analyse how and why a region 
and other regions of the UK 
have changed, and how the 

regions of the UK are 
distinctive. 

 
Justify the importance of a 

region in Europe and in North 
or South America, its human 

and physical environment, and 
how they are connected. 

 
 



 
 
 

• Deepen an understanding of 
the interaction between 
physical and human processes. 

 
Define some 

environmental 
issues. 

 
Describe and consider 

environmental issues such as 
deforestation and global 

warming. 

 
Examine the causes and 
effects behind a range of 

environmental issues. 

 
Evaluate the importance of 
protecting our environment 

from a range of environmental 
issue. Including suggesting 

about possible solutions 
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Maps and atlas work 
• Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied. 

• Use the eight points of a 
compass, four/six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world. 

Use physical 
maps, atlases, 
and computer 

mapping to 
locate some key 

physical and 
human 

characteristics 
of Europe or 

North and South 
America. 

 
Use compass 

points and grid 
references to 
read maps of 

different scales. 

Use physical maps, atlases, and 
computer mapping to describe 
some key physical and human 

characteristics of Europe or 
North and South America. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recognise additional feature of 
maps, including contour lines to 

show height and slope. 

Use physical maps, atlases, 
and computer mapping to 

compare some key physical 
and human characteristics of 
Europe or North and South 

America. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compare a range of maps of 
different scales, including 
describing the height and 

slope of a location. 

Use physical maps, atlases, and 
computer mapping to explain 
what makes a region distinct 
taking into account its human 
and physical characteristics. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect on the best type of map 
to use for a given task. Provide 
justifications to support this. 

Fieldwork and Investigation 
• Use a range of methods 

including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 

• Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area. 

 

Carry out 
fieldwork to 
observe, 
measure, 
record and 
present the 
human and 
physical 
features in the 
local area. 

Plan and carry out fieldwork to 
observe, measure, record and 
present the human and physical 
features in the local area. 

Design, plan and carry out 
fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
the human and physical 
features in the local area. 

Analyse and present finding 
from fieldwork and suggest 
next steps to be taken. 

 


